Program – Agency: 

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) – Farm Service Agency (FSA) 

Landowner Requirements: 

The landowner must have owned or operated the land for 12 months prior to the close of general signup period or, for continuous signup, owned the land for 12 months before submitting the offer (see Acceptable Practices below). In addition, the landowner’s average adjusted gross income must be < $2.5 million over last 3 years (unless > 75% of income comes from farming, ranching or forestry).

Lands Eligible:

Croplands and associated field margins that are planted (or considered planted) to an agricultural commodity 4 of 6 years from 1996 to 2001. This includes multi-year and conserving grasses previously in CRP. Lands must be capable of being planted in a normal manner. Less than 25% of a CRP agreement may include additional lands under the infeasible-to-farm criteria, defined as an area too small or isolated to farm economically.

In addition, lands must have 1 of the 4 following conditions: 
1) 
Highly erodible (weighted average erosion index > 8), 
2) 
In state or National Conservation Priority Area, 
3) 
Expiring CRP acreage, or
4) 
Expiring Water Bank Program (WBP) acreage.

Marginal pasturelands are only eligible if the land meets both of the following conditions: 
1) 
immediately adjacent and parallel to perennial or seasonal stream or a permanent water body that has seasonal flow, and 
2) 
devoted to either riparian (must be restored in trees), wildlife habitat, or wetland buffer practices.

A maximum of 25% of the agricultural lands in any given parish or county can be enrolled in CRP unless specific allowances have been made to raise this percentage.

Agreement Length:

10–15 years

Benefits:

Annual rental payment based on current soil rental rate (SRR)
50–75% Cost share for conservation practices
Additional incentive payments of 10–20% of SRR on some practices
Maximum amount per year per landowner is $50,000
For Continuous Signup Practices (See Acceptable Practices below), eligible for:
1) 
Practice Incentive Payment (PIP) on most practices
2) 
Signing Incentive Payment (SIP) on selected practices

Acceptable Practices:

Under CRP agreements, there are General and Continuous Signup practices. For General Signup, landowners apply for some practices during a designated sign-up period and compete with other offers to obtain the CRP contract. For Continuous Signups, some practices (marked with *) can be signed up for at any time and do not compete with other offers for acceptance. The following list includes all eligible CRP practices. 

Establish permanent native grasses *Living snow fence
Establish permanent introduced grasses Permanent vegetation to reduce salinity
Tree planting *Permanent salt tolerant vegetative cover
Hardwood Tree planting *Filter strips
Permanent wildlife habitat corridors *Riparian buffer
Permanent wildlife habitat *Wetland restoration 
Field windbreaks Cross wind trap strips
*Grass waterways Rare/declining habitat
*Shallow water areas for wildlife Farmable wetlands
Already established grass Farmable wetland buffer
Already established trees *Marginal pasture (wildlife habitat buffer)
Wildlife food plot *Marginal pasture (wetland buffer)
*Permanent contour grass strips *Bottomland hardwood restoration
*Permanent contour grass strips on terraces
*Shelterbelt

Prohibited Uses:

Lands under a CRP contract must maintain vegetative cover and may not produce an agricultural commodity for commercial, economic benefit or for feed for domestic animals. Managed grazing is only allowed within specific guidelines and requirements.

